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ItEMARKS 

Rcconside.at.ian ofihe upplicaiion and .IJ.,u.a»co of all claims pending herein is respectfully 
requested in view of the remarks below. Cliiinis M2 urc pending. 

Interview wirli Rkiiminer: 

Wtially. api.liuiii, gratefully acknowlulBcs the cllowancc oCcli.im. 1-5 and S-ll. Further 
aivlicam acknoxvledt-cs the lin,e granted it.s undersigned rcpresenlalive ou November 12 200^ i„ which 
claim 6 and Ihe l.ichhmn relcrence were discussed. Applieant, submits this paper in .^.sponse to, «„d in 
accordance with, the siibsrunce of this eonversiilioti. 

Rcicc<ion.<lliiil<>r<} IftTj 

Clai.ns 6-7 and 12 continue to be .rjcclcH 35 U.S.C. if 102(b) as be-nj. an,idp.icd by l.iclnmnn 
(n.S. h.,..tNo. 5.620,549). Ch.im6reci.es. io.ur ahVwu method of ratcheting the closure of a pnir of jaws 
ol an endo..copic ^Tasping tool sua=!i.al instfu.nenr which includes pr«vidiM« a handle hav.ng . drive he.d 
which ha« tecth fonned ther.-on. and providing a pawl positioned for cnBapcmen. with the tcclh to prevent 
proximul movemcni of the drive head aAer it has moved distally. 

Lichtman disclo.scs a .Mnjid in.suumem mcluding a handle 14 having gear teeth 38 therc«, which 
engage t'car rack teeth 40 ofo gear rack tube 36 (alleged ,o be a drive head m the Ofdee Aetion) a. 
dep,cted in FIO. !). for exnmple. By movin,. handle 14 .bout a pivot pin 18, K'ear teeth 3fi engage with 
tteun-aek teeth 40 and eai«e movement ofgear n,ck 36 ,o c:u,se movement of outer tube 6 which may 
envelope jaws 4 and f> ,o cau.se closure thereof, as de.serihed tn column 7. Also. «ear rack tube 36 may 
include ,«.h 7 1 on a .op ponion thea-of which a,-e engaged by a pawl 73 to obstruct reanvard movemcni 
ofgear rack 36. However, as discussed in ihe above referenced telephone coiwe-^alion. there i.s no 
d,,,elo.,ua« in .his reference of a hatidle which ha., a d.ivc hend which includes teeth formed thereon nor a 
pawl pcvsifoned lo engage the .oelh .o prevcm proximal movement of the drive head aAer i. has moved 
(lislally. 

Insie-ad. Lichtman disclose, pawl 73 engagcable with tube 36 tl.a, is sepat^tcly engageuble with 
of handle 14. but handle 14 itself <|... not Have tech thereon which ar. engagcahle with the paw,, 
.urthe, teeth 38 on handle ,4 in Lichtn.,,, are engageable with teeth 40 ofgear ntck 36 and pawl 73 i, 
eneag..b.e with the top portion ofgear nick tube 36 thai ha., t^.h .hereon, but there i.s no di.lo.„re of 
teeth on a drive head n.>r a pHwi positioned to engage the tecth to prevent pro..imal movement of a drive 
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he..l after i. is movej disially. AccordinRly. b^c-aus.- .h.- ffca,„«.s of cluim 6 .,f the pn.-sent npplichon 
(e.R.. a handle including a drive Lead huving .cclh lhm,ed Ihe,^ and a pawl pasiiioned lo e„«„«e ,he 
lec-lh (o prcveni proximal movement of ,|« drive hcnd alicr it hasnmvcd di.s,„||y> „r.. nol idenliuHly 
disclosed by l ichunun. claim 6 c.n«.„ be ...Wcipaicd by ihis n^fcrencc. Thus, claim 6 i.s believed ,o be 
allowable alnng wrh de,>cnden. clain, 7, .hich i. believed fn be albvvahlc Por (he same ren.o„. and lor the 
own udd.t,onal ll-a.ure of a pawl huving un.,ual le„t'«h lines. Claim 12 i.s believed Ic, be allowable Ibr .he 
santt- icasoiLs as clflim 6 and Those ordaim 7. 

cONcrji.<;uw 

rt is believed lhai the a,plica.ion i., in condition for allowance, and such acion i« respeolfully 

ivq nested. 

ira telephone conference would be of as.sis.ance in advancing prosecution oflhc subject 
appl.cal.on, Applicnt'.. undersigned anomey invito., the ExunnW ,o telephone him a, the ntimber 
provided. 

Respevtfuliy suhmut(>d, 

Vicior A. "Cartlonn, Jisq. ' ' 

AUomoy lor A|iplicanl(s) 
Registrulion No. 44,5flO 
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